' Datwn Counfy Customs and
" Practices for Lavyers

Preamble

The Denton County Bar Association is commitled to preventing the infilteation into the practios of faw in our county the abusive tactics
that have surfaced elsewhere, We believe such factics are a disserviee fo the public, harmful to our clients, and demieaning to our profession.

In order to accomplish this goal, we have memorialized the following *Denton County Customs and Practices for Lawyers.” We have not
tried to be exhaustive nor to spell out too many details,. We believe the accomplishment of our goals depends upon the good fxith of those peadiicing
faw in Denton County, not upon & sef of ripid rules, These customs and praciices have com into belng and survived because Denton County
practitioners have acoepled their spirit as well as their letter. They should not be treatod as & 3¢t of ules that Iawyers can use and abuse to incite
wcillary titigation or argumnts over whether of nof they have boen observed.

A copy of these "Denton County Customs and Practioes for Luwyers” shall b provided to every lawyer end judgs located in Denton
County, to each ew lawyer coming to Denton County, and we agres to provide & copy, as soon s practical, to all opposing counsel who have

occasion {o peactics in Denton County. .
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Response to the failure by an opponcnt to abide by these customs and practices should seck to avoid a retalistory cscalation of bostility;
tawyers should nol eagage in unprofessional condudt in refaliation against other unprofessional conduct.
sttonnandprxdiocscananddodungaﬂmymno(wnummﬂw ‘This writlen memocial can change as well.

I Our Legal System

A lawyer owes fo the administration of fustice personal dignity, Integrity, and Independence. A lawyer thould always adhere to the
highest principles of professionalism,

A. RESPECT AND DIGNITY. We uphold the respect and dignity ofcach member of the bar because we revere the law, the legal system
and our profession.
B, HONESTY. Our word is our bond.

C. PRO BONOQ. We dedicate and commit otrselves to an adequate and effective pro bono program,

D. EDUCATION. We are obligated fo ediicate our clients, the public, and ollwer hwym rcgarding the spirit and ketter of these customs
and practiocs.
E. APPEARANCE OF IMPROPRIETY. We always condudt ourselves in such a mamnnec as to avold even the appearance of impeopricty.

F. REPORTING. We report 1o appropriate authorities fraudulent, deceptive of otherwise illegal conduct by & participant in a proceeding
before any tribunal unless constrained by an obligation to preserve the confidences and seorets of a client,

. Lawyer to Client

A lawyer owes [0 a client allegiance, learning, skill, and industry. A lawyer shall employ ail appropriate legal means to protect and
advance the client’s Legitimate rights, claims, and objectives. A lawyer shall not be deterred by any real or J’maglned fear of fudiclal disfaver or

public unpopularity, and not be Influenced by mere self-interest.

A. ADVICE TO CLIENTS
1. We advise our clients of the conteats of these customs and practices when undertaking representation,

2. We advise our clients regarding the availsbility of mediation, arbitration, and other alternative methods ofrcsolvmg and

sctiling disputes,

B. INDEPENDENT JUDGMENT
1. We are always coascious of our duty (o thc)udlcml :ysicm.
2. We are foyal and committed fo our clients' lawful objectives, but we do not permit that foyalty and commitment to interfere
with our duty to provide objective and independent advice,
3. We reserve the absolute right to determing whether 1o grant soconmmodations 1o opposing couasel in all matters that do not
sdversely affect our clients' Tawful objectives. A client has o fight to instruct us to refuise reasonable requests made by other
counsel.
4. A clicat has no right 1o demand that we ¢ngage in abusive or offensive conduct.

. 5. We reither cncourage nor cause clients or anyone under our control o do anything that would be unethical or improper if

donc by us.

C, PROPER CONDUCT ON BEHALF OF CLIENTS
1. We affirm that among partics and their lawyers civility and courtesy are expected and are not a sign of weakness,
2. We treat adverse parties and witnesses with faimess and due consideration,
3. We endeavor to achieve our clients' lawfurl objectives in business transactions and in litigation as cxpeditiously and
econcrnically as possible,
4. We do nol pursus litigation (or any other course of action) that is without mecit and do not engage in tactics that are intended
" pimarily to delay resolution of 3 matier of to harass or drain the financial resources of the oppdsing party.

il Lawyer to Lawyer

A lawyer owes to opposing counsel, in the conduct of business transactions and the purswlt of litlgation, couriesy, candor,
cooperation, and scrupulous cbservance of all agreements and mutual understandings. Il feelings between clients shall not influence a lawyer's

condcl, attitude, or demeanor tovard oppoiing counsel.

A. COURTESY AND PUNCTUALITY



L. We are courteous, civil, and prompt in oaul and writlen communications and punctual in honoring scheduled appearances.
2. We disagree without being disagrecable. We recognize that cffcdwc representation dos not require antsgonistic or
obnoxious behavior.
3. We do not, without good cause, attribite bad motives or uncthical conduet {0 opposing counset nor bring the profession into
disrepuite by unfounded accusations or acrimony loward epposing couasel, padies and witnesses. We are not influenced by any
ill fecling between clieats, We abstain from any allusion to personal peculiaritics oc idiosyncrasics of opposing counsel.
4, We do nol ask a witness » question solely forﬂmpurpos-:ofhmmgotmtbmmgthcmmm

.B. DRAFTING . L :

I.We do not qus.nrcl over maiters of foc o¢ style, but omomtme on nutters of substance,

2. We try to schicve the common goal in the preparation of agreements. We do nol mc!udc terms ncﬂhcr desired nor insisted

upon by any party.
3. Whea we purport to identify for other counsel oc parties duu:gcs we nuake in docurments submitted for thclr review, we

identify all such changes eccurately.

C, SCHEDULING, EXTENSIONS, CANCELLATIONS )
1. We do pot arbitracily echedule a deposition, court appeartnce, oc hearing unil a good faith cffort hus boen made to schedule
it by sgrecmeat, If we are unable to contact the other lawyer, we send witien correspondence stggesting 2 time oc limes that
wilt become operative unless an informal objection is directed to us within a set reasonable time,
2. We ¢adeavor in good faith to honor previously scheduled frial settings, vaeations, seminars of other functions that produce
good faith calendar conflicts on the part of oppasing counsel. We do not seck accommodation foni another niember of the Bar
for the seheduling of any court sedting or discovery unless 1 legitimate necd exists. We do not misrepeesent conflicts, nor do we
ask for avcommodation for the purpose of tactical advantage or undue delay.
3. Wo zgree 1o reasonable requests foc extensions of time and for waiver of proceducal fOﬂTldll[lCS, provided lepitimate
objectives of our clicnts will not be adversely affected.
4. We notify opposing counsel, and, if appropriate, the Court oc other persons, &s $00n as practicable, when hearings,

itions, mectings, conferences or closings are canceled.

D. DISCOVERY

1. We make reasonabls efforts 10 conduct ali discovery by agreement.

2. We refrain from excessive and abusive discovery.
3. We comply with ali reasonable discovery roquests. We do nof resist discovery requests that ars not objectionable. We do not

make objections noc give instruction fo 2 witness for the purpase of delaying or obstructing the discovery process, We
cacourtge witnesses 1o respond 10 all deposition questions that are reasonably understandsble. We do not encourage or cause
our witnesses to quibble about words where thieir nieaning is reasonably clear within the coatext in which the words arc used.
4. We do not seck Court intervention to oain discovery that is clearly impropecand not discoverable.
E. SANCTTONS. We do not seck sanctions oc disqualification unless it is necessary for protection of our clicats’ lawful objectives or is
fully justified by the circumstances,

F. OPPORTUNITY TO RESPOND
£, We do nof serve motions, pleadings or briefs in any manner that unfaidy limits another party’s opportunity fo respond. We

furnish opposing counsel copies of all sulsmissions to the Coud ¢ither condemporancously o as soon as practical.
2, We do not take advantage, by causing ey default or dismissal (o be rendered, when we know the identity of an eppasing
counsel, without first making & good faith attempt 10 inquire about that counsel's infention to proceed.
G. ORDERS. We submit ocders to the Court, We deliver copics o opposing counse! before or confempocancously with submission to the
Court. We peomptly approve the form of orders that accurately reflect the substance of the rulings of the Court.
H. UNNECESSARY POSTURING. We avoid argument or posturing through unnecessarily sending copies of correspondence to the
Coutrt. ’
L. STIPULATIONS. We readily stipulate to undisputed facts in order Lo avoid neodless costs oc inconvenience for any party.
J. REQUESTS DURING TRIAL. During trial we honot reasonable requests of opposing counsel Ilmtd-o nod prejudics the rights of our

clients oc sacrifios factical advantage.

IV. Lawyer and Judge

Lawyers and fudges owe each other respeci, diligence, candor, punctuality and protection against unfust and improper eriticism and

attack, Lawyers and judges are equally responsible to protect the dignily and independence of the Couri and the profession.

A OONDUCT OF COUNSEL
L We always recognize that the position of the judge is the symbol of both the judicial system and administration of justice. We

_refrain front conduct that degrades that symbol,
2.We conduct ourselves in Court in a professional manner and demonstrate our respect for the Court and the law.

3. We respect the rulings of the Court.
4. We treat counsel, opposing partics, the Court, and membece of the Court staff with courtesy and civility,
5. We do not miscepresent, mischaracterize, misquote or miscite facts oc authoxitics to gain an advantage.
6. We do nol engage in ex parte communications with the Coutrt, the Court's clerks or briefing atforneys, or any other Court
personncl. We do ot condone or Lend ourselves Lo private influcncing by another, of & judge, hearing officer o their personnet
on behalf of ourselves or our clients,

B. CONDUCT OF COURT. We give the issues in controversy deliberate, impartial and studied analysis and consideration.

C. COOPERATION BETWEEN COURT AND COUNSEL.
L. We are considerate of the time constraints and pr&um imposed upon the Court, Court stalf and counsel in efforts to
adminisier justice and resolve disputes.
2. We are punciual,



